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Four years ago, the two of us made a big decision. 

We knew we wanted to help fix the growing social and ecological 
issues we saw around ourselves and around the world, yet we 
found that donating our salaries to giant non profits wasn't doing as 
much as we thought. 

This made us consider what the wise natural farmer Yoshikazu 
Kawaguchi told us once during a visit to his farm:

We decided that if we wanted to see change happen in this world, 
well, we should just get out there and put our skills to use. So we 
did. We quit our jobs and started filming Final Straw, not knowing 
exactly what we were getting ourselves into.

This decision has meant giving up just about all of the material pos-
sessions we had, giving up having a place to live, giving up a normal 
social life, and giving up a goal of making money. Yet today, four 
years later, we feel like we're finally starting to make some of the 
changes we want to see in the world, both in ourselves, and in the 
people and communities we interact with.

We certainly wouldn't take that decision back for anything, and we 
look forward to the years ahead as we continue this important and 
always inspiring work. We hope you also gain inspiration from 
seeing what we’ve been up to this year!
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“Society won't change for you, the government 
won't change for you, others won't change for you. 
Nothing will change unless you change 
the life you live for yourself."

social and ecological well being
We work towards a world where

are the rules and not the exceptions.

We build the foundations for a more equitable world by

using as our tools, the arts, food, and active community-based ecology projects.

cultivating relationships with nature
and with each other,

A “Powerful” Documentary

Workshops and Events

A “Real Time” Restaurant

Combining Art and Nature

Sharing Stories of Good

Our Budget

This year we released our feature 
length documentary. Four years in 
the making, the film brings audiences 
into the lives and mindsets of natural 
farmers in Japan, Korea, and the USA.

The film was shown to packed houses 
on a 40-date tour of South Korea this 
Fall, and our work received in-depth 
coverage in several Korean magazines 
and newspapers including Bar and 
Dining, ROAD Travel Magazine, 
Essen Magazine, and the Huffington 
Post Korea.

We hosted over 50 workshops 
and events for over 1,000 
people ranging in age from 3 to 
70 years old.
Workshops ranged from building a 
giant mandala out of leaves with 50 
urban youth, to holding 'soil labs' with 
elementary school students, to an inti-
mate 'nature sensing' workshop with 
retired persons in the countryside.

Coverage about the film in 
Bar and Dining Magazine 
       ROAD Magazine In Jeju City

one of our 40 shows
in South Korea

What, exactly, do you do?

Community projects 
like this are part of our 

mission to help 
people re-connect 
with the reality and 
beauty of their food.

A grant from the Chishima 
Foundation allowed us to 
spend three months in an 
underserved neighborhood 
in Osaka, Japan.

We opened an experimental res-
taurant where, after ordering 
their dinner, customers had to 
wait six weeks before they could 
be served dinner. The reason for 
the wait? We had to grow each 
order in our natural garden before 
we could cook and serve it.

We designed and built a natural 
garden on an unused plot of 
urban land and hosted weekly 
nature art workshops with the 
community, as we grew their food.

Art is one of our greatest 
vehicles for opening minds 
and for spurring changes in 
thinking, and it is a core of our 
practice at Final Straw. 

In addition to our community-centered 
arts projects, we participated in five art 
exhibitions internationally, including AUA 
Satellite gallery in Nagoya, Japan, and 
Fettes Gallery in Edinburgh, Scotland.

We spent a month at Contemporary Art 
Space Osaka, where Patrick was an artist 
in residence for the Robert Callender In-
ternational Residency. Here he built a 
giant mandala from 7,000 individually 
collected and placed leaves, a project 
that was later structured into a community 
art and ecology workshop for youth and 
adults.
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$16,000
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readers of our articles

small but powerful campaign

our entire year’s budget

workshop and event participants
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age of oldest participant

number of countries visited

age of youngest participant

We spend our entire lives dedicated to planning and 
producing these projects. We don't have a salary. 
We don't have an apartment or an office. We are 
probably one of the most efficient nonprofits you 
could find anywhere in the world. In fact, we are not 
even a registered nonprofit because the cost of reg-
istering and running even a small nonprofit would eat 
up most of our yearly budget for projects.

You can imagine then, that any donation you might 
give to Final Straw will have a tremendous positive 
effect on what we can accomplish next year. 

It may just be the best donation you've ever spent.

Well loved by audiences, Clean 
Eating Magazine says our film is 
Thought-provoking and inspiring 
...a powerful call to action. Alicia 
Bay Laurel, author of the best selling 
book “Living on the Earth” called it 
both art and documentary.

Given what was accomplished this year, you 
might be surprised to learn that  our budget to run 
and operate Final Straw in 2015 was $16,000.

No, we didn't miss a zero. This $16,000 number 
includes living expenses for two people for an 
entire year, all of our transportation costs, and all 
of our production costs for the film, events, and 
exhibitions. Everything. The budget this year was 
cobbled together from a combination of grants, 
film screening and speaking fees, film sales, 
writer fees, and a few donations from individuals 
who want to support our work.

To help support our work, visit us at:
www.finalstraw.org/donate/

Final Straw is a project conceived, organized, and run by 
Patrick Lydon and Suhee Kang. 

We were busy writing this 
year! Collectively, our stories 
and articles reached over 
150,000 readers around 
the world.

We published a book which is now in bookstores 
across South Korea, featuring images and quotes 
from our travels, and also penned several popular 
essays for Resilience, The Nature of Cities, and 
for our own publication, SocieCity. Patrick was 
also featured in a panel discussion of fourteen 
photographers and artists from around the world 
who re-imagine the "Urban Wild" in their work.
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